[Difference of hospital mortality of acute myocardial infarction between men and women treated with primary angioplasty].
To compare the in-hospital case-fatality rate of men and women submitted to percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) as a strategy of reperfusion in acute myocardial infarction (MI). A retrospective cohort study based on information abstracted from medical records of MI patients admitted to a hospital where PTCA is used as the preferred method for early myocardial reperfusion. A total of 83 patients, 35 (42%) women and 48 (58%) men, who met the criteria for early myocardial reperfusion was included in the analysis. The mean age of women was higher than that of men (66 +/- 10 vs 58 +/- 11 years; p < 0.001). The women also had a higher frequency of diabetes mellitus (37.1% vs 6.4%; p < 0.001). Despite these differences in age and in the frequency of diabetes mellitus, the percentage of patients in whom the PTCA was considered successful was similar between men (83.3%) and women (82.3%). The case-fatality rate was also similar between men and women; 14.6% and 14.3%, respectively. The possibility that the excess risk of death in women with MI may be reduced and even eliminated with the use of PTCA, supports to the need for the development of a clinical trial to assess this question.